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European Investment Fund (EIF) is a European Community institution with a central mission
to support small and medium-sized enterprises by enhancing their ability to access finance.
EIF's core business is conducted through equity investments in venture capital funds and as
a guarantee provider to intermediaries in SME financing. Working in partnership with public
and private institutions, EIF also designs and develops market instruments specifically to
target the SME segment. EIF intervenes on market terms, even when using public funds, to
ensure an appropriate financial return for its shareholders.

The identification of social value-added is important for EIF because of its purpose to
contribute to the objectives of its stakeholders, notably those of the European Community.
Hence in its activity, EIF examines strategic approaches to social value creation by assessing
the efficiency of its financial instruments and investments in pursuit of its main policy
objective of improving the financing landscape for SMEs.
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